July 6, 2011

ALLOW THE JOB CREATORS TO
CREATE JOBS

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I
stand to tell a rare success story that
I saw firsthand last week. Custom Alu-
minum Products, a 1local manufac-
turing business employing more than
360 people, is celebrating its 50th anni-
versary this year. Throughout those 50
years, they have grown from a small
local manufacturer to a nationally rec-
ognized leader in the aluminum indus-
try.

I tell their story today because Cus-
tom Aluminum is a thriving local busi-
ness—expanding, employing, and excel-
ling despite the economic and regu-
latory burdens. We have much to learn
from stories like this: that if given the
opportunity to excel, our small busi-
nesses will answer the call; and that it
is never the role of the Federal Govern-
ment to create jobs. Instead, govern-
ment must get out of the way of small
businesses by reducing job-killing reg-
ulations and bureaucratic red tape and
allowing the job creators do what they
do best: create jobs.

We must bring back certainty to the
small business community and rebuild
their confidence in our economy so
that we can get Americans working
again and celebrate many more local
success stories like this in the coming
months and years.

———

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT
DESTROYS PATIENT ACCESS

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I want-
ed to bring your attention to the front
page of USA Today. The story is titled,
“Medicaid Payments Go Under the
Knife.” This is an issue that, unfortu-
nately, is going to continue to get
worse. Medicaid isn’t just going under
the knife; it’s being slashed.

The simple truth is that Medicaid
has become a coverage without access
and only an empty promise for the peo-
ple who arguably may legitimately
need its services. And the Affordable
Care Act is only going to exacerbate
the problem with patient access to
physicians. The new health care law
has changed what was a program that
was designed for the poorest of the
poor, pregnant women, children, and
the elderly, and turned it into a one-
size-fits-all government program.
States will add 16 million new people to
the program, millions of younger
adults, putting an even greater strain
on the State budgets.

The health care law never addressed
the root problem. We need to ensure
that Medicaid spending is directed in a
fashion that provides an actual safety
net for those in need and allows States
to create a range of products to give
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Medicaid patients access to their phy-
sicians and better care. We actually
need to get back to the basics. And it
is essential that we examine Medicaid
and realize the ramifications before
our States sink even deeper into a
budgetary crisis.

————

CHINA HOSTED INDICTED WAR
CRIMINAL

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, China re-
cently rolled out the red carpet, pic-
tured behind me, for Sudanese Presi-
dent Omar Bashir, an internationally
indicted war criminal facing charges
on 10 counts, including murder, exter-
mination, forcible transfer of popu-
lation, torture, and rape.

Prior to the visit, I wrote a letter to
President Hu Jintao urging the Chinese
Government to withdraw their invita-
tion. Not only is Bashir wanted for his
role in genocide in Darfur, but, as I
speak, atrocities are unfolding against
Christians in the Nuba Mountains—re-
liable reports of door-to-door targeting
and killings, mass graves, Antonov
bombers indiscriminately shelling ci-
vilian populations.

Consider this reality: Bashir is a
wanted war criminal. His murderous
aims are unchanged. The Chinese Gov-
ernment treats him as a friend and ex-
tends every diplomatic grace. And
China owns our debt.

What is wrong with this picture? An
indicted war criminal with the Presi-
dent of China.

—————

DISMANTLING MEDICARE AS WE
KNOW IT

(Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in response to our
friend from Texas who spoke just a few
minutes ago, talking about Medicaid.
It is true that entitlement programs
need to be reformed. It’s also true that
costs need to be reined in. That’s what
affordable health care reform actually
did.

The answer certainly does not lie in
the Republican budget passed earlier
this year on a party-line vote, which
would dismantle Medicare as we know
it, turning it into a voucher system,
the Ryan plan, and would turn Med-
icaid into a block grant program which
would further impoverish our States at
a delicate moment of their recovery.

We need reform in entitlement pro-
grams, but the Republican budget, Mr.
Speaker, is not the answer. It is the
death knell for a program that covers a
third of all Americans’ health care.

———

SOLVE THE DEBT PROBLEM

(Mr. LANKFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. Speaker, today
I rise after spending the week of July
4th in the heartland of America, cen-
tral Oklahoma, where I had the oppor-
tunity to hear the thoughts of the fam-
ilies in my district regarding our econ-
omy and the debt.

No one approached me during the
last week to tell me they wanted more
government spending to create jobs. No
one asked me to create more insta-
bility in our economy by raising taxes.
In fact, no one told me they wanted to
celebrate Independence Day by seeing
more government dependence.

But over and over again, people
asked me to work on solving the prob-
lem of the debt, not just voting for an-
other blank check debt ceiling. We
need real spending limits to offset our
serious budget shortfall. We can’t pre-
tend that we can borrow forever with
no consequences.

There is a limit to how much debt
this Nation can carry and our world-
wide markets can sustain. Our current
real debt equals our GDP. And I would
hope that many others in this House
would see that as a problem as well.

Second, we need to address our enti-
tlements. These programs are critical
safety nets for the neediest Americans,
but they will be worthless for everyone
if we allow them to go insolvent.

And, finally, we need a balanced
budget amendment to our Constitu-
tion, with real teeth to hold Wash-
ington accountable. There is simply no
other way to bring future stewardship
of taxpayer money. Fifteen years ago,
the Balanced Budget Amendment
failed to pass the Senate by one vote
after it passed this House with over-
whelming bipartisan support. Our fis-
cal reality would be very different.

Mr. Speaker, we are at a crossroads in our
nation’s history. We do not have a debt ceiling
vote crisis, we have a debt crisis. We need to
stop focusing on a single vote and instead
focus on the future consequences of our ac-
tions. It is time to put America back on track
to debt reduction and job growth.

————
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THE DEATH PENALTY AND THE
MURDER OF ADRIA SAUCEDA

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
16-year-old Adria Sauceda was ab-
ducted, raped, and strangled in 1994.
Her skull was crushed with a rock and
her nude body was left with a stick
protruding from it on a dirt road in
San Antonio, Texas.

Fifteen years ago, Humberto Leal, a
Mexican national, was convicted of the
grisly murder and sentenced to death
by a Texas jury. Tomorrow, he is to be
executed in Texas.

But the Mexican government and the
administration say that Texas violated
an international treaty and should
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